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Practical Tips for Building A Mailing List  
It can be difficult to build a permission based mailing 
list.  With the overwhelming amount of traffic on the 
Internet, it is hard to know just how to develop a 
solid mailing list without resorting to purchasing one.  
There are several things you can do to build your list 
without buying one...  
Registration  
First, make it easy for people to register their email 
address with you.  Make sure that every page on 
your website has a link to your mailing list 
registration form.  Feature it prominently on the first 
page of your website.  The easier it is to register, 
the more likely people are to register with you.  
Fast Forward  
Second, make use of the „forward to a friend‟ 
concept.  By making it easy for users to invite their 
own friends, your visibility will grow.  Use this to 
build your mailing list.  
Respect Privacy  
Third, have a privacy policy and display it 
prominently.  Many people are worried that their 
personal information will be sold to third parties.  By 
advertising your privacy policy, potential users are 
more likely to give you their email address.  A little 
trust can go a long way!  
Promotion  
Fourth, promote your website to generate more 
traffic to your registration form.  With more visitors 
to your website, you are likely to have more people 
register their email address with you. Use social 
networking sites such as Facebook and MySpace to 
advertise your website.  Use blogs and comments, 
as promotional tools.  Don‟t forget to add your 
website to your email signature. Promotion is the 
key, so promote, promote, promote!  
Doing it by hand?  
Don‟t discount manually collecting email addresses.  
Business meetings, conventions, seminars, parties, 
anywhere that has a large group of people, are great 
places to promote your website and ask for email 
addresses.  
Be careful what you wish for  
Finally, ask for just the right amount of information.  
Be aware of the time constraints and privacy issue 



potential users have.  Make your registration form 
simple and fast to fill out.  Only  



ask for the information you truly need.  Don‟t make 
it hard for people to register with you.  If you do, 
many will give up before they complete your mailing 
list registration form.  
Words to the wise, once you have developed your 
email list, use it wisely.  Spamming your subscribers 
with unnecessary emails or selling your email list is a 
sure way to lose readers.  
  
While it is certainly easy to purchase mailing lists, it 
is possible to build a substantial mailing list yourself.  
With a little time and effort you can easily build a 
permission based mailing list.  
  
Be Specific in your List Building  
Building a loyal mailing list of potential clients 
depends on building up a relationship with the people 
on your mailing list. That way, they will feel some 
obligation to visit your website and pay for your 
goods and services. That kind of loyalty can only be 
created if the people on your mailing list feel that 
you are speaking specially to them; a generic email 
sent to your entire mailing list will not do that.  
Niche Marketing  
You need to split your mailing list into different 
niches. Therefore, to enable this, you will have to 
gather some information through your opt in form or 
from a follow up form later. You can also get a clue 
about your mailing list sign ups from the websites at 
which they sign up, so you could split your future 
mailings according to these criteria: anything which 
gives your mailing list members the idea you are 
speaking specifically to them. Your marketing 
materials should therefore have a personal feel to 
them, too.   
Softly, Softly  
Your best selling will be done when you aren‟t trying 
too hard to sell. If people on your mailing list feel 
that you are trying too hard to make them buy 
something, they will react against this and shy away 
from buying from you. They may well also be so 
upset with you that they will opt out of your mailing 
list and you will have lost an opportunity.  
Write your emails as if you are writing to a friend. 
Offer useful advice in a friendly tone. Don‟t ram it 
down their throats, but present your business as the 
solution to their problems and they will be likely to 
see the benefit of being on your mailing list and 
staying on it so that they can be helped by regular 



communication from you.  
Create a Win Win Situation  
For list building to be a win win situation for you and 
your subscribers, and therefore have the best chance 
of making money from it, you should ensure you 
send your mailing list only useful information which 
is relevant to them. It‟s like with those life Cover 
Plans for 50s, when you‟re in  



your 20s and 30s – don‟t you just hate getting 
those! Don‟t commit such a faux pas with your own 
mailing list.   
If you get your mailing list right and know who your 
subscribers are, you can use the mailing list to really 
boost your online marketing efforts. You can use it to 
warm up potential clients or pre-sell goods and 
services. If you‟re not using your list building like 
this, your business marketing is not as successful as 
it could be. It‟s as simple as that.  
 How Writing Articles Can Help You to Build 
the Perfect Mailing List  
A good thing that you can do to help with getting a 
better mailing list planned out is to get people to see 
how knowledgeable you are about what your mailing 
list is about. Writing articles can be a good thing to 
do when working to build the perfect mailing list.  
Articles are used on various different websites, 
including blogs and article database sites, as pieces 
of information on a variety of different types of 
topics. No matter what your mailing list refers to you 
can make all sorts of different articles that relate to 
it.  
You can use articles to build the perfect mailing list 
by getting people who are interested in what you 
have to offer in your mailing list to see how 
knowledgeable you are about a topic. When people 
see that you know what you are talking about they 
will be more interested in learning more about what 
you have to say about something or what you have 
to off. As a result they will opt into your mailing list.  
For instance, if you have a website that sells auto 
parts and your mailing list is going to involve 
updates about what auto parts you have for sale you 
should write articles about various auto parts. These 
can include articles about how to tune an engine or 
how to fix a car air conditioner among other things 
that relate to auto parts.  
When you do write articles you will generally be able 
to get a link to what you have to offer on the bottom 
of the article. You can use this space to link to your 
website or even to a page where you can get people 
to sign up for your mailing list.  
Of course you should remember when writing articles 
to build the perfect mailing list that quality is the 
most important aspect of your articles. You should 
write articles that are good in terms of their content 
and are ones that show people just how much you 
know about something.  



Writing articles is one of the best things that you can 
do to build the perfect mailing list. Articles can be 
used to help with getting people to learn more about 
what you have to offer and to see how much you 
know about what your mailing list is about. When 
your articles are good people will be more likely to 
sign up for your mailing list.  
  



How to Use Online Classified Ads to Build the 
Perfect Mailing List  
Many websites offer free classified ad services for 
businesses. It is always good for you to look into 
getting one of these ads to work for your business so 
that you can work to build the perfect mailing list.  
Online classified ads are like typical types of 
classified ads that you would find in a newspaper in 
that they are short ads that announce what an 
advertiser has to offer in a short period of space. If 
you write a good classified ad people will be more 
likely to click on the ad so that they can get to your 
site and possible get on your mailing list.  
Today many different websites offer classified ads 
that allow businesses to create links to their sites. 
These ads can be created on websites through 
various different providers. Search engines like 
Yahoo and Google are especially popular in that 
these sites offer classified ad services for companies 
to get their companies promoted on various different 
websites.  
Many of these groups will let you promote your 
business through classified ads for free. In some 
cases they may ask you to pay money to be listed as 
premium listings on certain search engines.  
These ads can be used to build the perfect mailing 
list when you place these ads on the right sites. It 
also helps to get your ads to be linked to the right 
search results or keywords.  
For example, if you have a site that offers garden 
tools for sale and your mailing list will tell people 
about what you have to offer you should look to have 
your ads link to searches for certain types of garden 
tools. You should also look to get these ads placed 
on websites that deal with gardening and garden 
materials. This is so that it will be easier for you to 
build the perfect mailing list.  
The reason as to why classified ads are useful for 
when you build the perfect mailing list is because 
classified ads are ones that can easily get people to 
see what you have to offer online. People will click on 
your site, learn about what you have and sign up for 
your mailing list from your site.  
Online classified ads can be very useful things to use 
when you work to build the perfect mailing list. With 
these ads you can get your website to receive more 
attention from people and as a result you will be 
more likely to get people to sign up for your mailing 
list.  



  
Where You Should Build the Perfect Mailing 
List on Your Website  
A good thing to consider when you work to build the 
perfect mailing list deals with where on your website 
you will be promoting that mailing list. There are 
various places on your website where you can build 
the perfect mailing list. Here is a look at some of 
these places.  



The first thing to consider is to look into adding a link 
to your mailing list on the front of your page. If you 
have a good website that offers on its front page 
information on what you have to offer then it can 
always be a good idea to add a link that allows 
people to get on your mailing list on your front page.  
Another option to consider is to build the perfect 
mailing list on pages on your site that have articles 
that you have written. In many cases people who 
create websites promoting their wares will write their 
own articles that will be posted throughout their 
websites.  
If you have articles that are knowledgeable and well 
written people will be more interested in learning 
more about what you have to offer and may be more 
likely to do business with you. By adding a space on 
an article page that allows people to sign up for your 
mailing list it will be easier for you to get people to 
sign up.  
If you are selling things from your site a good place 
to build the perfect mailing list from is on the 
checkout page of your website. This can be especially 
useful because at this point in time people will be 
more interested in getting updates on what you have 
to offer on your site.  
Another beneficial thing about building your list from 
the checkout page is that when a customer buys 
something the customer will need to send out that 
person‟s email address so that a message can be 
sent back to confirm a transaction. At this part of the 
site it can help to add a box that a user can click to 
sign up for a mailing list. This eliminates the need to 
type in one‟s email address again and is also 
convenient.  
These are all important places on your website that 
you should consider when you work to build the 
perfect mailing list. You should look into placing 
areas where people can opt in for your mailing list on 
sections like your site‟s front page, pages that have 
articles and on the checkout page of your site.  
Great Incentives to Use to Build the Perfect 
Mailing List  
Some people will be more likely to get onto your 
website‟s mailing list if you offer something in return 
beyond just what you will be giving them through 
emails. Here are some incentives that you can give 
to people that can help you to build the perfect 
mailing list.  
If you have written an e-book that can be used to 



explain more about the things that your site has to 
offer and your knowledge about these things then it 
can be a good idea to offer this book to people for 
free if they sign up for your mailing list. People are 
always interested in learning more about certain 
things and in many cases they may want to learn 
more about what you have to offer. As a result 
offering a free e-book is a great thing to do when 
you build the perfect mailing list.  
Customers are especially going to be more likely to 
sign up for a mailing list when a good financial 
incentive is involved. Incentives that deal with 
money include things like getting five dollars off 
one‟s next order, a ten percent discount on one‟s 
next purchase or even free shipping on a purchase. 
You should consider this when you work to build the 
perfect mailing list.  



If you are selling things on your site and you have 
enough money to handle one of these types of 
incentives you should look into using one of these 
special discounts as a means of getting people to 
sign up for your mailing list. These offers can help 
you to get more sales and possibly return customer 
visits.  
You can even offer exclusive pieces of information to 
people who sign up for your mailing list. If the 
information you have written on your website is of 
good quality people may want to learn more about 
what you have to say about something. Having 
people sign up for your mailing list can be a good 
idea in that you can offer list members exclusive 
pieces of information that you will not be posting on 
your website. This exclusive data can be very 
appealing to your mailing list members.  
These incentives are all good ones to use when you 
work to build the perfect mailing list. Incentives like 
e-books, exclusive content and shopping discounts 
are great ones to use. They will work to help with 
getting people to be more interested in signing up for 
your mailing list.  
  
The Importance of Using a Privacy Policy to 
Build the Perfect Mailing List  
One of the most popular reasons as to why some 
people do not bother with signing up for online 
mailing lists is because of the concerns that deal with 
privacy. Many companies will share email addresses 
they get with other groups and this can cause spam 
to build up. If you are going to work to build the 
perfect mailing list you will need to include a good 
privacy policy for your list.  
You will need to offer information regarding your 
mailing list on what you will be using the email 
addresses you have for. It will help to state what you 
will be doing so that any customers who are 
interested in getting into your mailing list will know 
what you will be doing with their email addresses.  
You should also state in your policy what information 
you will have from the customers that you have 
receive the email addresses from. It helps to state 
that you will only have the email addresses of these 
people and that you will not have any other pieces of 
information from them. These parts of information 
include such things as addresses and credit card 
numbers.  
You will need to emphasize in your policy that the 



only way how you will get any pieces of information 
outside of email addresses is when your customers 
buy items from you and send out their credit card 
numbers to pay for what you are sending them. This 
will be done when you build the perfect mailing list to 
help with getting people to trust your mailing list.  
It is always helpful when working to build the perfect 
mailing list to look to get your mailing list certified by 
a third party. Groups like the TrustE group work to 
help with monitoring privacy policies and other 
security standards that websites follow. By getting 
your mailing list certified by one of these groups 
people will be more likely to join your mailing list.  
When you build the perfect mailing list you will need 
to work on getting a good privacy policy ready. You 
should have your policy available for people to read 
and you will need to state in  



your policy what you will be using the information 
that you receive for. Getting certification for your 
mailing list is also helpful for building the perfect 
mailing list.  
  
  
Can You Buy Your Perfect Mailing List?  
People often think that you only build a list by 
getting people to visit your website and sign up. 
That‟s why they don‟t bother, because they see that 
as being a lot of hard work. But the longer you go 
without a decent mailing list, the more your business 
will suffer. Let‟s show you some easy ways to get 
started on your perfect mailing list without very 
much work at all!  
Speculate to Accumulate  
If you have some money to spend and you want to 
invest it in your business, one way to get started on 
building your perfect mailing list is to simply 
purchase subscribers. You accomplish this through 
the placement of an ad.   
Warning!  
The perfect mailing list isn‟t a list of random people 
who may or may not be interested in your business. 
You should try to find hot prospects who are 
interested in what you do and more likely to buy 
from you.  
Get specific  
So, you search for a website or newsletter that 
specializes in your area of interest. After all, if you‟re 
a writer of TV and/or movie scripts, you don‟t want 
to place an ad in a newsletter with information about 
breastfeeding! When people see your ad, they can 
just click on a box to be added to your mailing list. 
It‟s a very effective method for quickly growing a 
list.  
The next tip is to buy a list of people who‟ve 
expressed interest in what you do. The way this 
works is this: there are companies that compile lists 
of people, and what subjects they have said they 
want more information on. So, maybe some people 
have said they love science fiction, and would love to 
read books by new authors. If you own a publishing 
company, and most of your sales are via your 
website and Amazon.com (and other such sites), it 
could be very helpful to you to have a list of people 
interested in your subject matter. You buy a list from 
a company, and then send emails to those people. 
Be aware though that any mailing list you buy may 



not be specifically tailored to your requirements.  
Partner up  
The third step in building your perfect mailing list the 
easy way is to join forces with like-minded 
companies, and split the cost of buying subscriber 
lists or other marketing and list building activities. 
This allows you to build your list, yet not bear all the 
expense.  



Pretty soon you should find that you have at least 
the beginnings of your perfect mailing list: people 
you can send out your information to, safe in the 
knowledge that they want to get it and are at least 
likely to bring their custom to you. So, you may not 
be able to buy your perfect mailing list but you can 
certainly make a quick and easy start on it that way.  
Get Yourself Out There To Build Your Mailing 
List  
Today, in our modern, high-tech high-speed world, 
commerce moves at the speed of light, almost 
literally. In the realm of e-commerce, where people 
can have virtual stores, it isn‟t like the old days of 
the corner store. You can‟t just have sales once a 
month and run ads in the Sunday paper and expect 
to be a success. That‟s why building the perfect 
mailing list is essential to the success of your 
business. It allows you to build up client contacts and 
helps you to build up their loyalty to you and your 
business. If they know you and trust you, they are 
more likely to come back to you rather than looking 
for another business that will have to take a risk on 
for fulfilling their needs.  
Regular communication  
With online commerce, communication with your 
customers on a regular basis is the only way of 
maintaining your business and getting it to grow. 
Research shows that to get people to click on your 
website and buy from you, they probably have to see 
your brand name at least five times, first. Your 
mailing list allows you to get your information and 
your name in front of people regularly. You can use it 
to set up auto responders to send out articles, 
newsletters, promotions etc.   
Softly, softly  
In these communications, don‟t go for the hard sell. 
That just puts people off. Just show that you know 
what people‟s needs are and what you can do to 
help them fulfill these needs. Show, don‟t tell. That 
will be the way your mailing list most effectively 
leads people to buy from you.  
So, in the short-term, get basic information on 
people who visit your website. Ask them to fill out a 
guest book and then drop them a friendly e-mail 
asking them to come back. Next, make it easy to 
them to subscribe to any newsletter you may publish 
and then be sure to send one out on a regular basis.  
Start with your website visitors  
By building up your mailing list of customers and 



website visitors, you increase your chances of 
making sales, no matter what product or service you 
offer. According to studies, most people will only 
peruse a website for a few seconds before moving 
on. So, your sales are not going to be generated 
mostly by one-time website visits. You need to build 
what is essentially product loyalty by building up a 
client list.  
Put yourself out  there  



Also, go beyond merely setting up your website; go 
out to various forums, chat groups etc. and post 
blogs, articles etc. to generate interest in what you 
have to offer. Don‟t make it spam, nothing turns 
people off more than junk! Do simple, basic 
informative pieces and make them interesting and 
humorous.  
  
These are just some of the ways your mailing list can 
help to further your business success.  
How to Build A Mailing List with Little Effort  
If you are like most internet marketers odds are your 
time is precious and you like to get your tasks done 
as quick as possible in order to get more done in an 
average day. While some of your tasks can be 
completed in probably a matter of an hour, others 
like building the perfect mailing list may tend to take 
more time than you can realistically afford to 
dedicate to it. Although you know that the perfect 
mailing list can help you achieve marketing success, 
obtaining the signups that you need can actually be 
easier said than done. Here are some simple tips 
that can help you build the perfect mailing list with 
very little effort so you can achieve your marketing 
goals in no time.  
First, avoid buying any form of safe list from any of 
the internet marketers on the web. While this may 
seem like the quickest and easiest way to obtain a 
lengthy list of email addresses, this is the quickest 
way to get your site and your product classified as a 
spammer. We all get our fair share of spam on a 
daily basis. While a small percentage of our emails 
may come from lists we signed up for and forgot 
about, most come from our email address being sold 
via a third party safe list. If you want a true 
following, make sure they opt in from your site only; 
otherwise, you run the risk of damaging your sites 
reputation due to improper email practices.  
Lastly, make sure you include a newsletter signup 
box on every page of your site. Since most of your 
visitors will come from search engine results or 
referrals, there is a high probability that your visitors 
will end up on pages other than your homepage. In 
order to not miss out on a potential customer, you 
will want to make sure you give them the option to 
sign-up for your newsletter so they have the option 
to learn even more about the products and services 
that you have to offer. Even if they do not want to 
buy a product now, providing them with more 



information minus the sales pitch increases the 
chance that you will be able to turn them into a 
customer at some point in the near future.  
These are just a few of the tips that can help you 
build the perfect mailing list. Make sure you avoid 
using third party safe lists at all costs, and give your 
visitors the chance to sign-up for your newsletter 
regardless of which page they land on and you will 
be able to build the perfect mailing list that will make 
your product a success for years to come.  
  



How to Build a Massive Opt In Mailing List  
When trying to build up a mailing list, there are a 
number of simple strategies you can follow. It may 
be by offering something free or setting yourself up 
as an expert, but in reality, the best way of building 
up a great mailing list of responsive clients is a 
matter of combining these techniques.  
  
Freebies Build Trust  
People love to get something for nothing. If they can 
get a useful free gift and all they have to do for that 
is to leave their email address with you, then they 
will be happy to do it.  
The simple offer of a free newsletter from your 
website is very effective at building trust and building 
your mailing list. It will set you up as an expert, 
capable of passing on useful information. But, be 
sure to fill it with information that your subscribers 
will actually be interested in. also, a little humor 
always helps.   
Provide the Easy Way  
Make it easy for people to sign up to your mailing 
list. Nothing discourages people more that long, 
complex and time-consuming instructions. They 
won‟t bother to hang around to sign up if you don‟t 
make it easy for them.  
Quality Control  
Your list building depends upon providing quality 
information to the people on your mailing list. If you 
have a website that is just chock full of good quality 
information that is useful to people, it will bring in 
more visitors and many of them will sign up for your 
mailing list.   
Go Out of your Way  
Of course, building a mailing list means going beyond 
just setting up a website. A very effective means of 
pulling people in to your mailing list is by going out 
to them. There are many discussion boards, chat 
groups etc. on the Internet. So, find ones related to 
your business and then participate in the chats and 
posts. Now, don‟t go posting spam! Make your posts 
relevant to the topic and informative. If you show in 
these boards how you can help people and offer 
useful advice, products or services which really help 
people, you will build your mailing list so much more 
effectively as people will want you to help them too.  
Of course, a good way of proving your expertise at 
something is to write about it. Write articles, a book, 
an ebook etc. any type of publication that can get 



your material out in front of the public can be very 
effective. And don‟t let the idea of a book overwhelm 
you. You can simply take articles, short stories, 
essays etc. that you‟ve already done and “stitch” 
them together.   
You‟ll be surprised at how all these steps can work 
together to build your mailing list.  



  
Improve Your List Building with Attractive 
Web Pages  
  
Building an effective mailing list relies on people 
opting in to your mailing list, leaving their details and 
agreeing to receive product and service information 
from you. Ideally, the people on your mailing list will 
be targeted prospects that have an identified interest 
in the goods and services that you have to offer. 
That will only work if you present your business 
attractively and if your potential mailing list 
members can be assured that they will benefit from 
being on your mailing list. That means your website 
needs to hold their attention and build their 
confidence in you.   
  
Website visitors can soon become bored and click off 
a web page or even right out of your website unless 
you are giving them what they want to see in a 
format which is easy to access and read. Often they 
will click away from your website without doing any 
of the things you want them to do: buying 
something, joining your mailing list or at least 
bookmarking your website to visit it again at a later 
date.  
  
To avoid this happening to you, and giving yourself 
the best chance to benefit from your visitors, make 
sure your web pages not only have good information 
on them, but also that they are put together well. 
The layout of the page, so that information and links 
are easy to find and are enticing, is a major part of 
web design and it will really help to build your 
mailing list from your website.  
  
You may want to use a squeeze page to capture 
information for your mailing list. But beware that 
putting barriers such as this in the way of opting in 
to a mailing list can be distracting and can potentially 
put people off. Some device like an iFrame will 
enable you to cut out the squeeze page and collect 
visitors‟ details for your mailing list direct from a 
webpage. Your auto responder will then be displayed 
clearly on the page, so people can see where to sign 
up to your mailing list.   
  
Your web pages will give your potential subscribers 
an idea about what they can expect to get if they 



become members of your mailing list. You need to 
make them informative, accurate, attractive and 
easily accessible to entice people to sign up for your 
mailing list. That way, you will have numerous 
opportunities to email them and warm them up so 
that they are more likely to buy goods and services 
from you in the future.  
    
Inexpensive Methods for Building a Mailing 
List  
When you are trying to build a mailing list, you can 
always shell out your hard earned money for data on 
people or even buy specially made or general mailing 
lists, but what if you‟re on a tight budget? Well, 
there are still some ways to work on building up that 
mailing list, and not have to break the bank.   
Easy Does It  



First, make signing up to the mailing list fast and 
easy. Nothing turns people off faster than a website 
that is complex and confusing. It‟s said that the 
average person only peruses a website for a few 
seconds, before moving on. So, complexity will lose 
you people and they won‟t sign up to your mailing 
list. Make your opt in box obvious and easy to fill in.  
More is Better  
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